Intrauterine inseminations with washed human spermatozoa.
The success of intrauterine inseminations with washed human spermatozoa was evaluated in four groups of patients. The first two groups were couples in whom either the man or the woman had detectable circulating sperm-agglutinating antibodies. The third group included couples where the woman exhibited hostile or absent cervical mucus, whereas the fourth group represented couples with oligozoospermic males. The couples underwent 3.7 +/- 2.1 insemination cycles, with a 30% overall pregnancy rate for all four groups. Intrauterine inseminations of women with hostile cervical mucus yielded a 68% conception rate. Couples with either male or female serum sperm-agglutinating antibodies showed 25% and 40% pregnancy rates, respectively. However, none of the couples with oligozoospermic males achieved pregnancy. Intrauterine inseminations with washed human spermatozoa thus represent a satisfactory method of achieving pregnancy in women with hostile cervical mucus and in couples with circulating sperm agglutinating antibodies. Couples in whom oligozoospermia has been identified as the principal cause of infertility do not seem to benefit from this therapy.